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Ami Hanaoka
2nd Grade, Aspire Berkley Maynard Academy
Resident: Karen Schreiner
Hometown: Englewood, Colorado
# of Years Teaching: 10
# of Years Teaching at Aspire: 5
Why I Teach at Aspire: I like that I am able to meet my students' needs in all subjects at a level that is most beneficial to their learning. Using the standards as a guide
to develop curriculum tailored to my students has helped me grow as a professional as well as meet my students' needs. And, of course, the people at Aspire are amazing!
The consistent hard work and dedication to the students that you see with everyone on staff is unbeatable.
What I Appreciate Most About ATR: It's wonderful to have another set of capable hands in the room who knows the students just as well as you do and is able to help
them in the ways that they need help. Every student is getting so much more individualized and differentiated attention as a result. My students’ academic growth has
really been apparent in our class’ reading, math, and writing data!

Brooke Aguirre
4th Grade, Aspire Capitol Heights Academy
Resident: Anita Rodriguez
Hometown: Arbuckle, California
# of Years Teaching: 5
# of Years Teaching at Aspire: 4
Why I Teach at Aspire: I teach at Aspire because it’s inspiring to work with teachers that truly work hard, and dedicate themselves to helping students succeed!
Working at Aspire makes me feel like I am a part of the positive change our educational system needs. Our students not only show growth in academics, but we strive to
set them up for success in their future as adults!
What I Appreciate Most About ATR: I think the ATR program is genius, how wonderful to get authentic hands-on experience in an Aspire classroom as a resident!
Residents are treated like a classroom teacher, and given far more opportunities than in most credential programs. I feel honored to be a part of this great learning
experience for a future Aspire teacher. Had this program been around prior to me getting a credential, I would have jumped at the chance!

Courtney Walker
4th/5th Grade, Aspire ERES Academy
Resident: Christa Ogier
# of Years Teaching: 8
# of Years Teaching at Aspire: 2
Why I Teach at Aspire: I teach at Aspire because I love Aspire’s mission, and I’ve completely fallen in love with our school, scholars, staff and families. Aspire does a
wonderful job of maintaining high expectations for academics while also placing tremendous value on developing the individual as a whole. I hope that this will be the key
to helping our scholars be successful beyond their academic career
What I Appreciate Most About ATR: I appreciate that ATR is a supportive learning community where scholars and mentors alike are safe to experiment, question,
make mistakes, and grow!

Diana Puccio
Kindergarten, Aspire Vincent Shalvey Academy
Resident: Asha Wesley
Hometown: Newport Beach, California
# of Years Teaching: 29
# of Years Teaching at Aspire: 15
Why I Teach at Aspire: I was originally drawn to Aspire because I saw that the teachers involved shared the same vision and work ethic that was focused on student
achievement. I wanted to work with teachers that were excited to work and share best practices and strategies. These principles are the same reason I stay with Aspire
today. Furthermore, the teachers at Vincent Shalvey are not only colleagues, but dear friends. We are a family!
What I Appreciate Most About ATR: I began my teaching career as an intern in Newport Mesa with an amazing mentor. The start she gave me has been long lasting
and I wanted to do the same for new teachers coming into the profession. Working with my resident, Asha, will allow me the opportunity to share my knowledge and
passion for children and their learning. I look forward to our new partnership and growing friendship as we begin teaching our new group of students in their first steps to
college.

Jay Stack
5th Grade, Aspire Berkley Maynard Academy
Resident: Samuel Lloyd
Hometown: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
# of Years Teaching: 8
# of Years Teaching at Aspire: 8
Why I Teach at Aspire: I love the work ethic, supportive nature, and collaborative mentality of the people here. I get to work with and learn from some of the best
teachers in the game!
What I Appreciate Most About ATR: I really appreciate the levels of support offered to teachers before they enter the classroom. Collaborating on everything from
lesson plans to daily routines to individualized instruction will be super helpful!

Joanna Bottrell Hayman
3rd Grade, Aspire Inskeep Academy
Resident: Kolanje Thomas-Alexander
Hometown: Glendale, California
# of Years Teaching: 7
# of Years Teaching at Aspire: 7
Why I Teach at Aspire: I teach at Aspire because I get to work with like-minded and dedicated individuals who share my commitment to ensuring a quality education
for all of our students.
What I Appreciate Most About ATR: I appreciate how beneficial ATR is for all involved. Students, mentors, residents, and the broader school community are all
positively impacted by the program.

Karma Frame
5th Grade, Aspire River Oaks Charter School
Resident: Shawna Koga
Hometown: Stockton, California
# of Years Teaching: 10
# of Years Teaching at Aspire: 10
Why I Teach at Aspire: I teach at Aspire because I believe in individualized, rigorous instruction for all students. I believe in filling kids with a love of learning and the
skills to succeed in life.
What I Appreciate Most About ATR: I appreciate that my students will get double the attention and opportunities with a teacher. I also appreciate how hard the
residents work and that we are nurturing quality teachers to be classroom ready. I love having a teammate in the classroom to reflect with and bounce things off of.

Katie Spencer
7th Grade Education Specialist, Aspire Ollin University Preparatory Academy
Resident: Jennie Wu
Hometown: Los Angeles, California
# of Years Teaching: 7
# of Years Teaching at Aspire: 2
Why I Teach at Aspire: I love working with people who have the same passion for teaching and who show up every day with the students first in mind. Aspire has
offered me the opportunity to grow as a professional and to collaborate with people who are always working to enhance their practice.
What I Appreciate Most About ATR: I am looking forward to growing with my resident and to sharing my practice and classroom with someone. I think that this
program is ideal for offering a new teacher the opportunity to lead and have much more support than they otherwise would during a first year.

Keith Drucker
8th Grade Humanities, Aspire Ollin University Preparatory Academy
Resident: Ramiro Flores
Hometown: Los Angeles, California
# of Years Teaching: 8
# of Years Teaching at Aspire: 7
Why I Teach at Aspire: I teach at Aspire because I believe in the student-centered philosophy espoused here. Aspire puts students first and gives the staff what it
needs to ensure that the students are ready to be accepted to, and graduate from the college of their choice.
What I Appreciate Most About ATR: I appreciate that the Aspire Teacher Residency program gives residents real world, hands-on experience in the classroom. It is
a great way to educate future educators.

Kristy-Anne Fernandez
5th Grade, Aspire Huntington Park Charter School
Resident: Candelario Flores
Hometown: Whittier, California
# of Years Teaching: 7
# of Years Teaching at Aspire: 6
Why I Teach at Aspire: I teach at Aspire because I want to instill change in the Los Angeles area. Aspire provides me with an opportunity to tailor my instruction to
best fit the needs of my students. I love that I am able to use a data driven model to guide my planning and instruction. This has been most beneficial to my students.
What I Appreciate Most About ATR: I believe that two heads are better than one, and the Aspire Teacher Residency provides me with a co-teacher that will help me
meet the needs of all of our students. Through collaboration and hard work we can take the class further than I would be able to on my own.

Laney Hammond
6th Grade, Aspire ERES Academy
Resident: Heather VanWallendael
Hometown: Oxford, Massachusetts
# of Years Teaching: 9
# of Years Teaching at Aspire: 2
Why I Teach at Aspire: I teach at Aspire because I believe in our mission. The kids we serve are so deserving and will achieve so much. This organization is unlike any
other, and working here pushes me to be a better teacher, learner, and person.
What I Appreciate Most About ATR: The program allows for so much growth and support for both residents and mentors. The residency gives residents a true sense
of what having their own classroom will really be like. The benefit for students is incredible: two loving adults, two skillful teachers, and tons of targeted instruction. This
program truly prepares future teachers.
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